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Book Description and Author Biographies

Managing the Waterway Chart Guides
An Illustrated Cruising Guide to the Great Loop Inland Waterway: Chicago to Mobile

Volume 1: Chicago, IL to Paducah, KY
by

Mark and Diana Doyle

Book Description
The new illustrated chart guide format includes several “guides within the guide,” including a 30,000-word preparation 
and planning guide; a complete mile-by-mile cruising guide; and an annotated chart guide for the entire 580-mile 
transit.

Popular features of the original MTW guides are still part of this new format, including detailed mile-by-mile navigation 
coverage, the page-specific Rolling Header™ of safety information, and 182 interpretive vignettes on local history, 
wildlife, and attractions. The guide includes 187 annotated chart screenshots, 548 color photos, 172 marinas and 
anchorages, 115 boat ramps, 180 GPS waypoints, and over 300 websites and telephone numbers.

About the Authors
Mark and Diana Doyle are authors of the popular cruising guide and electronic charting series, Managing the Waterway. 
They are also Electronics Editors for Mad Mariner and write articles for professional, boating, and nature publications.

Mark retired from high-tech, specializing in color digital imaging with companies such as Kodak, Agfa, and Xerox. 
He is the founder of Bluewater Yacht Deliveries and holds a 100-ton USCG Master’s License. His first roundtrip of the 
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway was in 1987.

Diana is a former university professor with a Ph.D. from Yale. She holds a 50-ton USCG Master’s License. A lifetime 
birder, she enjoys sharing her experiences though her writing.

They have sailed between Canada and the Bahamas, including the Gulf of Mexico and all five Great Lakes. Over the 
years their combined boat inventory has included a Catalina 30, C&C 30, Allied 36, Vagabond 
47, and PDQ 36 catamaran. They survey for their guides using a C-Dory Pilothouse workboat. 
When they’re not on the water, they return to Minnesota to write articles, books, and guides.


